START: The Royal Tour – Newcastle and “Incredible Edible” Todmorden

Benet Northcote, Deputy Private Secretary to TRH The Prince of Wales and The Duchess of Cornwall:  “Well it’s day three of The Prince of Wales’s national START tour, and this morning we are at Ouseburn Community farm, which is an incredible example of how a community is using farming and food and reconnecting with nature to help bind the whole community together, working with the local housing association.

“After this we are back on to the Royal train and we head off to Todmorden, to visit the most amazing project “Incredible Edible” Todmorden, where they have turned over large amounts of their public land to growing food, which is just free so you walk past, you see a lettuce, you pick it and you take it, so the theme of today really is about reconnecting with nature and showing how by understanding where our food comes from, by understanding how we survive with nature, how we really can improve how we can live on the planet.”
The Prince of Wales:  “But for me the great joy is to see something that is so community orientated, community based, and how much good it does within the community. One of the things I was trying to do during this week was to highlight all the sort of wonderful community activities that are going on. For instance I go from here, further South to North Yorkshire to the “Incredible Edible” Todmorden, which is another wonderful example of what has happened there through nothing but community activity, driven along by wonderful people who have the inspiration, and personality and drive. And there in Todmorden they have been planting vegetables and fruit all over the whole town.”
(Children cheer The Prince)
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