Transcript – Protecting the Sacred: The Prince’s School of Traditional Arts
Dr Khaled Azzam, Director, The Prince’s School of Traditional Arts:  “The school has several main objectives and departments. The core programme that we run is an MA programme and history programme which looks at the different traditions of the world, the different civilisations and how they express their cultural identities through the art form. But it’s also a bit more universal and transcends history and region and time, it’s about the universal order of Nature, which we understand, which we teach and which we try to encourage our students to see as the common thread that goes throughout all the great civilisations of the world. And the MA programme is a two-year programme where students have a set of prescripted courses in the first year and the second year is much more the project work, and the exhibition today is the completion of the two-year programme where the students exhibit the work they’ve achieved on their MAs.
The Prince of Wales is the President of the school, and he is someone who has shown over the years a great interest in understanding what is the value of this order of nature, how do we live in this world, how do we sustain it, how do we abide by its rules, and his rules in a great level of art and his rules understand that the language of art is a universal language, which transcends verbal language, which transcends culture.
And I think he sees the work of the school being very fundamental work in that it builds bridges amongst cultures, and this is something that he has identified for us to do in the last five years.

Dana Awartani, MA student, The Prince’s School of Traditional Arts:  “My name is Dana Awartani and I am an MA student at The Prince’s School of Traditional Arts. It’s my first year here and it’s a two-year programme, and in the first year what we do is have each week a different model for different classes.  We’ve done Geometry, Islimi, Marquetry, Calligraphy, Gilding with Gold, making our own pigments, everything you could think of.

“The best thing about this school is everything is about the purity of the materials you use and the beauty of everything, and all the paintings we do we use natural pigments, we literally grind the rocks ourselves and we are taught how to make watercolours out of natural pigments and everything and even gold we use pure gold, no fake gold!”
The Prince of Wales:  “My heartfelt congratulations and I really mean that to all this year’s students. It’s been a great joy to go round and see their work, and I’m standing in front of I think a truly remarkable and arresting piece of work. But the students really have surpassed themselves I think in the quality and diversity of what I’ve seen today. Obviously its invidious to single out any particular student from so strong a field, but I hope you’ll forgive me Ladies and Gentlemen, just for mentioning Ghulam Hyder Daudpota, whose marvellous ceramic work has won him an academic distinction, and Christabel Scott-Anderson, who has also received a distinction for her studies in iconography, which I think really do deserve the highest possible praise as you can see.
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