Transcript – 25 years as President of Business in the Community, Tributes to The Prince of Wales at the Royal Albert Hall
Sir Stuart Rose, Chairman of Business in the Community:  “Finally then, that leads me to my third objective tonight which is to pay tribute on behalf of everyone here Sir, to you, your leadership as President of the BITC, a role which you have occupied for 25 years.  

You have led us with unwavering vision, coupled with a genuine belief that businesses can actually make a difference.  You understand implicitly that we all have to be ambitious and brave to deliver real change and that we have to set bold targets, without perhaps always knowing all the answers.  

You have always articulated with passion and conviction, the reasons why we as businesses have to step up to the challenge of sustainability and you have led the way with your own initiatives such as Business Action on Homelessness, the MayDay Network, and Seeing is Believing.   And this evening we will hear from so many who have benefited so gratefully from your 25 years as our President.”
Stephen Fry:  “Let’s be honest, the elephant in the room is that 20 years ago or so, people thought that His Royal Highness was a bit of an eccentric. They thought that the things he stood for were absurd.  That they were self-indulgent, that they were peculiar, that they had no relevance.  That they were merely the witterings of someone who had nothing better to do.   Well let’s think about all the issues that His Royal Highness brought to our attention all those years ago.  The built environment, the relationship between the citizen and the built world in which they find themselves, and happiness.  No one had heard of the phrase ‘Sick Building Syndrome’, 30 years ago.  No one really considered the environment all that time ago.  Certainly no one considered that there was a possibility that a holistic approach to the way we live, who we are inside spiritually, who we are socially, who we are politically, who we are commercially, are not separate units, we are all individuals, crying out to love and to be loved, to hope and to do the best for our children, and to do the best for ourselves and that little inner voice inside ourselves as we fall asleep.  And that really is what His Royal Highness stands for.  That acceptance of the whole person and the whole society and everything that Business in the Community and his other charities stand for flows from that.
The achievements of it have been, in my view, quite simply astonishing.

I think, forget for a moment what he has said, just picture for a moment what a Prince of Wales might have been, if they hadn’t had The Prince of Wales’s own particular sense.  They might have got on with all the typical things you might imagine someone born into the Blood Royal might get on with.  A bit of horse racing here, a bit of military this there, a bit of handshaking.  They wouldn’t have bothered.  Does anybody seriously believe that His Royal Highness benefits personally, from all this so-called “meddling” that he does?  No.
In fact if anything he has to put up with a great deal of criticism and a great deal of misunderstanding.  So I think all of us in this room, ought at least to recognise, that we all owe as a nation, whether we like to admit it or not, a great deal to this remarkable man and everything he has done for the years in which he has created these remarkable charities.”  (Applause)
The Prince of Wales:  Ladies and Gentlemen, the experience of working with the private sector has convinced me that it holds the key to the future.  Why, because apart from anything else, so many companies have turnovers far larger than the economies of many countries.  They increasingly control what is left of our water, our agricultural produce, our fish stocks, our trees and forests and the source of our energy and fuel.  And because of the immense and frightening challenges we face in terms of the currently unsustainable and dangerous pressures on Nature’s vital eco-systems - in other words, Nature’s own economy or natural capital – the previously convenient situation has changed dramatically to the point where the private sector must now shoulder the burden of responsibility it has never had, for the continued protection and enhancement of those eco-systems, without which there will be no future business. 
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