
Transcript – Business man or Eco Warrior?
Theo Paphitis, Business Entrepreneur: “Oi! Deborah! How’re we going to save the planet today then? A bit of tree-hugging? Sharing a bath together?”
Deborah Meaden, Business Entrepreneur: “Accountancy Theo.”
Theo: “Accountancy?”
Deborah: “Accounting for Sustainability, actually. It’s a way for businesses to measure what really matters, like the environmental impact of what they do.” 

Theo: “That’s a neat idea!” 

Deborah: “So newspapers can put their carbon emissions on their balance sheets. Or a manufacturer can measure its water usage.“
Theo: “And that means…”
Deborah: “Exactly. Business people can now become the most effective eco-warriors.”
Theo: “You’ve got to forget all that long hair and hippy-dippy jumpers, Richard – it’s old hat now. It’s all about accounting.”
Sir Richard Branson, Business Entrepreneur: “Too late, Theo.”
Theo: “Richard, believe me, It’s never too late!”
Richard: “I mean it’s too late – because we’re already doing it. 

“As far as we’re concerned, it’s like any other aspect of business – once you’ve got accurate numbers, you just start to improve them.”
Theo: “Right…”
Theo: “Now I know this sustainability thing’s gonna cost you a few bob Stuart – but it’s got to be worth if we’re going to save the planet surely…” 

Sir Stuart Rose: “Cost a bit? On the contrary, actually it’s added over 50 million pound to our bottom line.”
Theo: “Really?”
Sir Stuart: “Absolutely – it’s about saving scarce resources, not squandering them.”
Theo: “Hello Indra.”
Indra Nooyi, Chief Executive of PepsiCo: “Hello Theo, I hear you want to talk about sustainability. You know, it’s really important to us at Pepsico.”

Theo: “It is?”

Indra: “Yep, we believe in delivering sustainable growth by investing in a healthier future for people and our planet.”

Theo: “That’s great.”
Justin King, Chief Executive of J Sainsbury: “We’ve been involved for four years now so it’s really starting to help us embed sustainability in every decision that we make.”
Theo: “So does that make you Green?”
Justin: “Green? Oh no, you mean the Topshop guy. I’m King.”
Theo: “King?! – I thought it was all about a Prince.”
Now saving the planet is the business of business.

Start Accounting for Sustainability.
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