Transcript – HRH visits All Saints Church


The Prince of Wales visited a vibrant church community in South London.

All Saints Church in Peckham is a growing, lively and informal Christian congregation of over 500 in the heart of London.

Run by the inspirational Reverend Frog Orr-Ewing since 2003, the church had fallen into decline by the 1990s, but was saved from demolition by a group of determined lady volunteers. 


The Prince, who is a practising Anglican, was given a warm welcome.

The church is now responsible for helping more than 1,000 young people a year through community work.
Afterwards, he joined them for a short service of prayer and worship.
Rev Frog Orr-Ewing:   We just want to say again, having you with us, Your Royal Highness, has been a great dignity and honour for us.  And it undoes and unravels some of those well-established stories, those well established thought s that are in people’s minds that this is a community that is ignored and mistrusted.  And to have you with us here today it says that, we know we are precious in the eyes of God, but it is important to know that there are others as well who feel that it is worth a visit to come and meet us and really we are so grateful for that.

The Prince of Wales:  I have heard a great deal about the work going on here at All Saints, and to meet so many of you who are so intimately involved in all sorts of wonderful activity which I know provides an enormous amount of help and support for people in this area.  I would like to take this opportunity just to express warmest congratulations to Vicar Reverend Frog Orr-Ewing, who I can see has done a remarkable amount, but also I want to say if it hadn’t been for all those marvellous, determined, battling ladies that I met earlier when I first arrived, none of this would possibly still be here.  Demolitions would have taken place I don’t know what. So again, we owe a huge amount I think, to those wonderful ladies who refused to take no for an answer, even the Archdeacon who they refused to pay any attention to.  And trusted in God’s Providence. And sure enough, as a result, having gone through so many difficulties, an answer has been found.  

But I know that in this country we are incredibly lucky to have so many remarkable volunteers, in so many different ways, who help ceaselessly behind the scenes so often, unsung, unseen heroes and heroines, I think.  And we owe them a huge debt of gratitude.  I know from my own Prince’s Trust which has been going for the last 34 years if we didn’t have so many volunteers we would not be able to do anything like the amount of work that can be, as I know so many of you are doing, to help turn for instance so many young lives around. 
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