Transcript – Dumfries House: Preserving Scotland’s heritage

Dumfries House is a magnificent Georgian mansion in East Ayrshire, Scotland that was saved for the Nation by The Prince of Wales.

Built in the 18th Century for the 5th Earl of Dumfries, the most notable feature of the house is the unrivalled collection of exquisite furniture which includes works by Thomas Chippendale.

In 2007 His Royal Highness personally took out a £20million loan, in order to prevent the house and its contents from being split up at auction and sold for £45million.  

Three years on, the work to provide a future for Dumfries House continues in the work of The Great Steward of Scotland’s Dumfries House Trust.
Like all charities, Dumfries House must constantly find ways of funding its work.
Under the direction of The Prince of Wales, the house is being painstakingly restored and is now a national tourist attraction. 


It is also a sophisticated venue for weddings and events as well as a fun day out with a café, shop and regular events for children and adults alike.
As Chief Executive of the Trust, Mike Schafer has been overseeing the extensive project.

Mike Schafer:  “This is the famous bookcase of Dumfries House, made by Thomas Chippendale.   It’s a beautiful piece of furniture.  Rumours abound as to it’s value, but for us it is absolutely priceless.   It is an iconic piece of the house.  There are lots of pieces in this house by Chippendale and the other Scottish furniture makers that are equally as beautiful but I think that everyone is taken with this piece in particular.
We are standing in the pink dining room, this is one of the favourite rooms of The Prince of Wales and I think this is an absolutely stunning room.  We have the beautiful Girondelle mirrors – they are here – they are Thomas Chippendale as well and you can just see how ornate they are.  This house just lends itself to entertaining.  It is a beautiful house, it has a wonderful warm feeling about it, and it is just a pleasure to be working in this type of environment.   

The other thing you will notice if you visit us at Dumfries House and its estate is that we have actually started a farming venture, a joint venture, with Morrison’s supermarket for a sustainable farm at Dumfries House.  And the vision is quite big for this, and hopefully in the future we will have a visitor’s centre that you will be able to visit and bring families here and we can explain about farming, about agriculture, and how it becomes sustainable for Dumfries House.
I am very lucky to have The Prince of Wales as my boss, looking over what we are doing all the time.  He has a passionate interest in what we are trying to achieve here and his input is always welcome and it is a guiding light for all of us.  We are all passionate about what we do here and we want to share it with everyone.  You really must come and visit.  We are doing a lot of work in the house, renovating the furniture, new curtains.  Also there are a lot of buildings within the grounds that really need serious attention and we are turning our attentions to those now, so hopefully the estate will be a working, sustainable estate for the future, and it is heritage-led, it is creating more jobs, and it is a real bonus to the local area.”
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