Transcript – Prince Harry attends Friends of the Forces Awards
The inaugural Royal British Legion Friends of the Forces Awards were held in London on July 13th 2010.

Prince Harry met all the nominees at the prestigious ceremony, which recognised the outstanding contributions to service personnel made by people from across the UK. 

Hosted by historian and broadcaster Dan Snow, the award recipients ranged from an 80-year-old political campaigner to two 13-year-old fundraisers. Prince Harry presented the Youth Award to winners Ben Coombes and Nathan Bull. 

The winners were chosen from over 450 entries and the independent judging panel was chaired by the Chief of the Defence Staff Air Chief Marshal Sir Jock Stirrup. 

Sir Jock presented a special award to BFBS Radio’s Richard Hatch and Fearne Cotton from BBC Radio 1 recognising the 10 hour takeover which was broadcast on May Bank Holiday. 

Sir Jock Stirrup:  “For a day of broadcasting taken over by British Forces in Afghanistan and around the world.”

The Community award went to Bob and Jem Wright who started The Mark Wright Project in Dalkeith in honour of their son, Cpl Mark Wright GC of 3rd Battalion The Parachute Regiment who was killed on active service in Afghanistan.

Fearne Cotton:  “I mean it is just an honour quite frankly to even be here, let alone to accept an award on behalf of Radio One.  It is a really special day for everyone at Radio One, it was wonderful having that partnership with BFBS and it just felt like a very different day at Radio One. It was a big gear change for everyone.”

Gerry Toms, Millennium Stadium: Oh superb, a great evening, and it is interesting to see how many different styles of support there are for the services in the country really.  And we are honoured really to have this award tonight.

Jem and Bob Wright, The Mark Wright Project:  Jem - We are absolutely speechless, we didn’t think it would be us, well I didn’t think it would be us, I thought it would be Wootton Bassett but Bobby was adamant that it was going to be us.  

Tristan Nichols, Plymouth Herald:  I am humbled to be in the room with so many great people, and completely humbled to be collecting something like this from the Royal British Legion.   

Nominations for the 2011 awards open soon. 

