Transcript - The Prince of Wales introduces a new website for The Prince’s Rainforests Project
Thank you for visiting my rainforests project website.

I would like, if I may, to tell you why I have set up this project and how I hope it will play a key role in finding a solution to the greatest threat facing Mankind - climate change.

Now, having spoken to many experts, it is clear that the single most effective and significant action that can be taken in the short term to stabilize global warming is to stop tropical rainforest destruction.

Everyone knows that these forests, which straddle the equator in a great belt around the world, are home to some of the most remarkable and precious animal and plant life on our planet. We also know that 1.4 billion of the world’s poorest people depend on them for their livelihoods.

But perhaps less well known is the crucial role they play in cooling and cleaning the world’s atmosphere and providing fresh water and rainfall. 

Amazonia’s forests alone, for instance, help to store the largest body of flowing freshwater on the planet and they release 20 billion tonnes of it into the atmosphere every single day .  

In addition, and of vital importance, they store carbon on a giant scale and when the forests are cut down and burned it is released into the atmosphere.  The problem has become so serious that the annual CO2 emissions from burning forests are second only to electricity generation and greater than those from the global transport sector.

And the problem is getting worse.
Half of the world’s rainforests have already been lost and every year 50 million acres – that’s an area the size of England, Wales and Scotland combined – are destroyed or degraded.  We are, at one and the same time, destroying our planet’s air-conditioning system and releasing vast amounts of carbon into the atmosphere. But we must not blame the rainforest countries for this.  Too often it is demand from developed countries for palm oil, beef and soya which is the driver.  The point is that all of us - the whole world – are in this together and, together, we need to deploy all possible measures to develop economic models which ensure that these irreplaceable forests are worth far, far more alive than dead.  This is why I have established my Rainforests Project.

I am determined that this will become the largest ever public/private/N.G.O. sector partnership.  The scale of the problem demands nothing less. 
This website is intended to keep you updated, as well as to give information about the rainforests, what they do and what’s happening to them. 

Whether you are visiting the website because you want to learn more about the rainforests, are interested in the Project or want to sign up to show your support, I can only welcome you and offer you my heartfelt thanks for your interest.  

Time is simply not on our side and I do not underestimate the difficulty of the task, but if nothing is ventured, nothing is gained. Success would literally transform the situation for our children and grandchildren and for every species on the planet. Failure, I am afraid, is inconceivable…
To find out more about The Prince’s Rainforests Project visit the website at www.princesrainforestsproject.org.
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