
Transcript – HRH launches The Prince’s Countryside Fund

The Prince of Wales:  “There is a multitude of remarkable organizations and individuals working tirelessly to keep farmers farming, to keep our rural communities alive and to reconnect people to the land and where their food comes from– and with plenty of ideas about what more could be done to help. The problem is that all of them are struggling for funds – and that is where the idea for the Fund began. But it wasn’t until I talked to Mark Price, who chairs my Rural Action Programme at Business in the Community, that we could make any progress. The problem is that all of them are struggling for funds – and that is where the idea for the Fund began. But it wasn’t until I talked to Mark Price, who chairs my Rural Action Programme at Business in the Community, that we could make any progress.

“Mark saw the point immediately and gathered together a group of like-minded business leaders whose companies all have a special connection to the British countryside and who understand its importance.
“So in what, I hope, will be a rather effective piece of cause-related marketing – as it is known in the parlance! – these companies and brands are making a contribution to the Fund and, in return, will bear its logo on their products and in their stores and restaurants. The Fund, which I am so pleased to say already stands at just over £1 million, will distribute the money into grassroots projects that are helping to create a vibrant, sustainable future for rural Britain. We have three objectives – first of all to improve the sustainability of British farming and rural communities, targetting the areas of greatest need – and to begin with that means our upland areas; secondly, to reconnect consumers with countryside issues; and, thirdly, to support farming crisis charities in times of need.”

Caroline Spelman MP, Secretary of the State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs:  “It’s vital that we develop the green jobs that our new green economy needs to thrive, that’s why I particularly welcome this Fund’s focus on helping farmers find market solutions to sustainability and growth and a sizeable investment from so many businesses shows their belief in our farmers’s unique selling points of quality, animal welfare and the benefits of locally produced foods.”
Sarah Mukherjee, former BBC Environment Correspondent:  “Well, I have been privileged to see just a fraction of His Royal Highness’s many works up and down the countryside and I’ve spoken to people whose lives have been changed immeasurably by the many projects he is involved in. Hill farming, as many farmers here will attest is a tough old life, and yet the affection and mutual respect when I went to Cumbria with his Royal Highness was palpable. Weathered men with wind-roughened hands would not hear a word said against The Prince. He was one of the few people, they said, who actually did something to help them in those dark days of Foot and Mouth. Now earlier today, one of the organisers of the many farming charities The Prince supports told me without him we simply could not have managed.” 
Henry Cator OBE, Chairman, Royal Agricultural Society of England:  “It is a great honour and a privilege for The Royal Agricultural Society of England, to have the opportunity to present our National Agricultural Award for 2009 to you Sir.”

(Applause from audience)
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