The Prince of Wales visits the Natural House in Watford

Today The Prince of Wales is visiting a pioneering Eco Home he is building to show that environmental concerns can sit side-by-side with elegant, traditional design.

The Prince visited the Building Research Establishment’s Innovation Park in Watford - where the house is being built - to review progress on the Natural House, so called because of its use of natural materials. 
The Prince’s Foundation for the Built Environment is building the demonstration home to show first-hand how a house can meet increasingly stringent low-carbon targets for new homes, yet embody the traditional designs that are so popular. 

The Natural House will be made of natural materials including clay blocks, lime plaster and sheep’s wool insulation.  

The Prince talked about the house in a speech to British architects last week: 

The Prince of Wales: “The Foundation’s Natural House, now under construction at the Building Research Establishment’s Innovation Park, is an attempt to introduce a new model for green building that is site-built, low-carbon and easily adapted for volume building. It remains, however, recognizably a house. It doesn’t wear its “green-ness” as if it was the latest piece of haute couture; it is much more concerned with what works on the High Street in terms of good manners and courtesy.”
Due to the special bricks used, the Natural House can be constructed at least three times faster than a conventional house.
The bricks themselves are highly insulating yet allow the house to breathe.
The Prince chatted to site manager Wilf Jordan and tried his hand at laying one of the bricks but got more than he bargained for when he accidentally got mortar on his trousers.
The Prince of Wales:  “I have got it on my trousers.  Does it come off!  (Laughter)

Afterwards The Prince visited the lower floors of the house and met people involved in the project. 
PFBE representative:  (pointing at model of roof) Any moisture that actually did get in there, if there were any building flaws, it could always get out.  So this is, this is, that’s why it can last forever, yes.
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