Transcript – Prince William and Catherine Middleton attend a photocall

We have got a few questions, Peter from the BBC first of all.

Reporter:  Prince William, Catherine, congratulations.  There was a slight delay in you coming in so we were worried that you might have changed your mind!  First of all Catherine can I ask you to tell us how Prince William proposed to you and can you spare us no details.

Miss Middleton:  He is a true romantic and it was very…  we had a wonderful holiday in Africa and it was out there in a very quiet lodge and it was very romantic and a very personal time for both of us.  

Reporter:  Did he get down on one knee?

Prince William:  laughs That’s going to stay a secret Peter!

OK – thanks Peter, Sky News Sarah?

Reporter:  You will become a member of the Royal Family, can I ask you how you feel about that?  

Miss Middleton:  It is quite a daunting prospect, but hopefully I will take it in my stride.  William is a great teacher so hopefully he will be able to help me along the way and I look forward to it. And I also look forward to spending my time with William.
Prince William:  There’s a bit of flattery!

That’s lovely thank you – Tim from ITN.  Photographers can I just ask you to pause for a second, thank you.  

Prince William:  I can’t see you Tim!

Tim from ITN:  You have been a couple for such a long time. Prince William why did it take you such a long time to propose and Catherine, did you wonder whether he actually was going to pop the question?

Prince William:  Well in answer to that Tim, I don’t really remember how many years it has been – forgetful memory – I also didn’t realise it was a race, otherwise I probably would have been  a lot quicker.  Aaah, but also the timing is right now.  We are very very happy, and I am very glad that I have her.
Tim from ITN:  Catherine can I ask you the question – did you always know that he was planning to propose to you?  

Miss Middleton:  No, no I didn’t, but obviously we have been going out a long time and you know we had spoken about our future, and it just seemed a natural step for both of us.  
Thank you, Gordon Rayner from the Telegraph

Gordon Rayner from the Telegraph:  Congratulations to you both.  I have noticed the ring it is obviously a very special ring, why did  you choose that ring and Catherine what does it mean to you?
Prince William:  Well as you may have recognised now, it is my mother’s engagement ring so of course it is very special to me as Kate is very special to me now it was only right that the two were put together.  But it was my way of making sure that my mother didn’t miss out on today, all the excitement and the fact that we are going to be spending the rest of our lives together.  

OK – thank you.  Finally Camilla from the Sunday Express.

Congratulations, huge congratulations.  You are clearly a couple very much in love, you clearly understand what love is.  What is it that you both love about each other?

Prince William:  laughs – where do we start!  Well obviously we both have a great fun time together, we have a very good sense of humour about things, we are down-to-earth, we take the mickey out of each other a lot, and she’s got plenty of habits that make me laugh that I tease her about.  

And Catherine?

Miss Middleton:  Well all of the same, but over the years William has looked after me, he has treated me very well and has shown me what a loving boyfriend he is.  But, you know, he is very supportive of me, in good times and also through the bad times and that is very special to me.
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