Transcript – Prince William completes his helicopter training at RAF Shawbury
Group Captain Jock Brown, Commandant, Defence Helicopter Flying School:  My name is Group Captain Jock Brown, and I am the Commandant of the Defence Helicopter Flying School.  Today marks the culmination of the flying training for 115 course, and Prince William’s course.  It represents the culmination of his training and the fact that he has reached the course output standard before we move him on to the next stage at RAF Valley for his Search and Rescue training.  It also represents the end of an immense amount of hard work that all the students go through to achieve what is the highest standard in the world, but then I would say that,for helicopter flying training.
I am equally exceptionally proud and privileged to welcome today The Prince of Wales and The Duchess of Cornwall to present not only the graduates with wings and brevvies ?  but the honours and awards here at Shawbury.
Squadron Leader Craig Finch, Flt. Lt. Wales’s Flying Instructor:  I am Squadron Leader Craig Finch, I am one of the Instructors at 60 Squadron here at RAF Shawbury, flying the Griffin helicopter which you can see behind me.  I have been lucky enough for the past ten months to be the instructor for Flt. Lt. Wales here at 60 Squadron, and basically he has been flying with me on and off for those ten months, in the helicopter you can see behind us.  Flt. Lt Wales arrived with us, with his wings already, having done a bespoke course on the squirrel helicopter which is a single engine helicopter, and the whole idea of the course he has done with us is to take a pilot from that stage to – whereby he was a single pilot on a single engine helicopter – to the stage at the end of this course so that he can fly a twin engine helicopter with a multi-crew.  Not only fly the helicopter but operate it at low level, at night time in night vision goggles, in small confined areas, and then building up at the end of the course to a tactical scenario, with three or four other aircraft involved. 

During that time, as I say I flew with Flt Lt Wales for the whole course, he has been certainly one of the better students I have flown with, he has had no major problems at any stage, and has gone through the course with no major difficulties.  He has always been able to apply himself, and focus in on the things that matter, and that’s really all we can ask of any student.  He’s mixed in with the rest of the course brilliantly, and in fact I have been the course coordinator and the Flight Commander for the whole course, and it’s probably the best course I have had.  Socially and professionally they have all been a really good bunch.  So I have to say it has been a pleasure and quite an easy job to do.
Flt Lt Wales is posted to the operation conversion unit 203 Squadron, at Royal Air Force Valley, flying the Sea King.

Applause 
The Prince of Wales:  So if I may, I just wanted to add my warmest possible congratulations to all those incredibly hard working students who have gone through the last nine months on this Course 115.  So, Ladies and Gentlemen, after all this effort why should England tremble? All I can tell you is that it certainly did when I did my flying training nearly 40 years ago! 
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