Prince William opens the new Supreme Court building in Wellington, New Zealand  

Wellington’s new Supreme Court building is striking and significant; a new building that builds on a rich democratic history and looks to the future. 

The complex incorporates the old High Court building, which has not been used since 1993 and a new structure that houses the highest court in the land, New Zealand’s Supreme Court.

The exterior bronze screen inspires intertwining pohutakawa and rata trees, well-known and loved New Zealand native trees.

Prince William will officially open the new Supreme Court building as the Queen of New Zealand’s representative. Before the establishment of the Supreme Court in 2004, New Zealand’s highest court of appeal was the Judicial Committee of the Privy Council in London.

The opening of the Supreme Court complex is an historic day.

The Prince is welcomed, as is custom with formal occasions in New Zealand, with a Maori powhiri, or ceremony of welcome.

He wears a korowai, a traditional Maori feather cloak, a mark of respect for his status as royalty.

The karanga, or call, extends words of welcome to the distinguished visitors to the ceremony. 

The host tribe makes the first call, which is answered by a Maori representative of the guest tribe.

The various elements of the powhiri, such as the haka, unite both visitor and host in an environment of friendship and peace.

The hongi, where both parties clasp hands and gently press noses is a first sharing of breath, symbolising that both groups are now one, and can move forward. 

Escorted by the Prime Minister of New Zealand John Key, the Chief Justice Dame Sian Elias and the Secretary for Justice Belinda Clark, Prince William moves into the new Supreme Court building where he will tour the building and learn about its design, before undertaking the official opening ceremony.

The formal opening, held in the new courtroom, begins with a karakia, or blessing by Sam Jackson, a Maori elder.

Chief Justice Dame Sian Elias speaks.  Prime Minister John Key speaks.  Prince William speaks.

The unveiling of opening plaque by Prince William signals the new Supreme Court building has been officially been opened, and the karanga, or call, acknowledges this. 
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