Today Prince William is in England’s beautiful Lake District to meet with three charities affiliated to The Princes’ Charities Forum.
 

Set up by Prince William and Prince Harry, the Forum brings together the charities of which they are Patron and encourages them to work together to mutual benefit.

Today, young homeless people helped by Centrepoint, of which Prince William is Patron, were led on an expedition up Helvellyn, one of the tallest mountains in the country.

 

The fell walk was organised by local teams from Mountain Rescue England and Wales, which also has Prince William as its Patron.  

 

The aim was to give the young people an enjoyable yet challenging day out.

  

Prince William also posed for photographs with the local mountain rescue teams who had pulled together to organise the day, but the photoshoot was taken over by  
a lively trainee rescue dog called Corrie.

 

Mountain Rescue England and Wales is a charity staffed entirely by unpaid volunteers and funded purely by public donations who go out in all weathers, 24 hours a day, 365 days a year, to rescue those who get into difficulties when enjoying the outdoors.


Continuing the walk up Helvellyn, the team stopped for lunch and Prince William gave an interview to the local radio station before continuing up Swirral Edge to the summit.
Prince William:  Yeah, Centrepoint is a homeless charity that looks after young and vulnerable kids who have lost their way a bit in life and are in need of housing and support, trained advisors and guys who are professional in their areas.  It is about basically supporting them giving them the opportunity to fulfil their potential, and to find themselves, and  to understand what their limitations are and to help them through life when they have become a bit unstuck.
Prince William:  Thank you very much – we will try not to slip!  Bye.
 

Later Prince William met seriously ill children and their families who are being helped by one of Prince Harry’s charities, WellChild.   The children were enjoying a ride on a steamer, organised by Mountain Rescue, on Ullswater. 

 

Prince Harry met some of the children in October 2008, when he presented them with awards for bravery.  

 

Today his brother got a chance to meet the youngsters and their families to hear how they were coping under difficult circumstances with the help of WellChild.  

 

The charity provides support in three main areas:  providing specialised children’s nurses, organising volunteers to tackle home development projects through the Helping Hands scheme, and investing in ground-breaking children’s health research projects. 

At the end of the visit, there were hugs all round. 
Prince William:  Oh Lily – another little hug from Lily.  (To a little boy) Oh you want a hug as well!  Where are you going?  (To another little boy) He thinks I am action man – don’t you!   
Little boy:  (Pointing at Prince William) More!
Prince William:  More?  You want me to drop down in a parachute as well?
Boy’s mother to Prince William:  I have to hug you as well!
Prince William:  Oh – here we go!  (To first little boy)  What are you doing sending your mum up here - you can’t do that! Laughter
Prince William:  (talking to little boy and his dad)  Oh – you have come to say goodbye?  Oh that’s very kind of you - thank you!  Have you enjoyed your day?
Boy:  Yes, yes (nods repeatedly).
Leaving the pier, Prince William greeted tourists and well wishers who had gathered to say hello and during an interview suggested that people should consider visiting the Lake District for their holidays.

