Transcript – TRH visit Royal Warrant Holders, 23rd January 2009
David Hutson, Assistant Treasurer and Records Manager:


“Today The Prince of Wales and The Duchess of Cornwall are visiting three of His Royal Highness’s Royal Warrant Holders in the St James’s area.  They are visiting Gieves and Hawkes, Paxton and Whitfield and John Lobb.  After the visit Their Royal Highnesses are hosting a reception at St james’s palace for all of His Royal Highness’s Warrant holders.  Currently the Prince of Wales has 170 Royal Warrant Holders.  The Prince of Wales has insisted that all companies applying for his warrant supply information about their environmental and social issues since 1990.”

The three firms visited today epitomise the very best of British craftsmanship.
Gieves and Hawkes, a tailor based at No.1 Savile Row, is the first engagement of the day.

The company was formed from two famous businesses:  Gieves, founded in 1785 and Hawkes, founded in 1771.  The firm has had many illustrious clients over the years and is well known for its suits and military uniforms.


The company has expanded and now has 23 concessions in the UK and a further 73 in China.

When they arrived The Prince and The Duchess looked through some of the archive material held by the company.

Archivist:  “It’s the bicentennial of the Royal Warrant for Gieves and Hawkes, which we have held successfully since George III, so I have brought down pieces of that period. Here is the most precious manuscript that we have. (Shows TRH the manuscripts and other archive pieces) And we went on to have the Royal Warrant for Prince Albert as well as Queen Victoria - twice over.  These pieces are the deeds to the house, this is a later one, I brought it down because it was George III, it is from 1819, but we do have deeds going back to 1735 when the house was built.

Afterwards they visited Paxton and Whitfield, a specialist cheesemongers on Jermyn Street.

They met staff and producers and sampled some of the delicious British cheese on offer.
Then Their Royal Highnesses visited Lobb the shoemakers on St James’s Street, which is still run as a family business.

The firm has made shoes and boots for some of the world's most famous people, from Frank Sinatra and Duke Ellington, to royalty from around the world.
Today, The Prince was wearing a pair of plain Oxford shoes made by the firm that he purchased 40 years ago - when he was 20-years-old.


Together, The Prince and The Duchess toured the workshop where 30 craftsmen and women produce the bespoke footwear by hand.
The Prince and The Duchess then saw where thousands of the wooden moulds crafted to fit each individual foot, known as lasts, are stored. 
John Lobb:  We have customers that have been with us for 45 years.

The Prince of Wales:  (to John Lobb) Yes, but do you keep them all?

John Lobb:  We can’t obviously keep them all, but we do keep a few famous ones.

The Prince of Wales:  (Laughing) So when you shuffle off this mortal coil, your shoe lasts are taken out!
They posed with the Lobb family for a photograph before hosting a reception for all The Prince’s Warrant Holders at St James’s Palace.
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