Transcript – START The Royal Tour, Glasgow

Patrick Harrison, Press Secretary to HRH The Prince of Wales and The Duchess of Cornwall:  “START is a new initiative by The Prince of Wales, to help people lead more sustainable lives in Britain.  The idea of START is to offer simple, easy tips and advice on how to lead greener lives, and also to showcase some fantastic sustainability projects up and down the country. At Glasgow Central station, The Prince will meet some of the key business supporters and also donate a pair of his own trousers for an M&S recycling scheme. 

“From there he will board the Royal train to Edinburgh Waverley station.  The Prince is undertaking his Royal tour this week, on the Royal train, which is powered by sustainable bio-fuel.

The Prince of Wales:  “Starting is, of course, the theme of the entire week.  What I hope to get across, to as many people as possible, is that however awful the predicament we face with climate change, and the unsustainable use of the natural resources that keep us all alive, we aren't going to get anywhere by telling everyone what they need to stop doing.  There has been quite enough of that in recent years, and we all know what the reaction is.  So this week, every minute of it, is going to be about the things we could all start doing, for our own benefit, for the benefit of everyone who shares this planet with us, and for the benefit of our children, and their children too.

“You may have seen from our website, and will see on a much larger scale during the week, the message of START is about encouraging and assisting everyone to take the first steps towards the world that we all want to live in.  A clean, healthy, energy-efficient world that lives within the limits of its natural resources and that we can take pride in.  START is a simple and positive message.  It doesn’t lecture or hector anyone about anything, nor does it attempt to frighten them; instead it recognizes that however great the challenge, the first step is the most important.  And it leads by example, showing what others are already doing and making it both simple and natural to follow in the right direction.

“Having said all that, I now need to get started....”
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