Transcript - Turquoise Mountain: Rebuilding Murad Khane in Afghanistan

The Prince of Wales established Turquoise Mountain with Afghanistan President Hamid Karzai in 2006, to restore the area of Murad Khane and revive the craft industry there.

Murad Khane is a historic bazaar in Kabul. Five years ago, the site was impoverished, and many of the traditional crafts in the area were at threat of being lost. Those who had mastered the crafts had no students to pass their skills on to.
By working with the local community, Turquoise Mountain cleared over 25,000 small trucks of rubbish from the area, and began to rebuild Murad Khane, creating jobs for local people.
Water supplies were installed, along with trenches for electricity and sanitation. The streets were paved and the bazaar shops reconstructed, while over 65 historically significant buildings were restored to their original form.

As part of the restoration, a primary school and health clinic were created free of charge for members of the community.
At the heart of Murad Khane, is the National Institute for Afghan Arts and Architecture, which offers men and women three year courses in traditional Afghan crafts, including woodwork, ceramics and calligraphy.

This year marks the end of the restoration project in Murad Khane. 
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