Transcript – TRH visit an allotment in St James’s Park on The Duchess’s Birthday

Today is The Duchess of Cornwall’s 61st birthday.

With her husband The Prince of Wales, Her Royal Highness visited the ‘Dig for Victory’ allotment in St James’s Park, London.

The Dig for Victory allotment is a partnership between the Royal Parks and the Churchill Museum and Cabinet War Rooms.

The organic allotment aims to show visitors the advantages of growing your own produce such as cabbages, chard, tomatoes and courgettes and is inspired by the Second World War’s rationing and salvaging campaigns.
The allotment is tended to by school groups and community volunteers, many of whom met Their Royal Highnesses today.

In ‘Compost Corner’ Their Royal Highnesses talked to children about composting vegetable and garden waste.
Their Royal Highnesses also met young people who have taken part in a Prince’s Trust initiative, called Get Into Parks and Green Spaces which encourages unemployed young people to develop skills and boost their self-confidence.

The Duchess of Cornwall:  “And you really enjoyed it?”

Young person:  “Yeah, really enjoyed it.”

The Duchess of Cornwall:  “So how long was the course?”

Young person:  “Just a week.”

The Duchess of Cornwall:  (nodding) “Just a week, yes.”

The aim of the Dig For Victory allotment project is to provide a working example for the public to see how to grow fruit and vegetables, create habitats for wildlife and recycle waste. 

Their Royal Highnesses signed the visitors book before meeting two working shire horses used by The Royal Parks and their handlers.

The Prince of Wales: (speaking to schoolchildren) So have you had a busy term?  Laughter from schoolchildren.  Are you all exhausted?
Their Royal Highnesses also met former members of the Land Army.

The Prince of Wales:  Whereabouts?  (reply inaudible) Is that where you came from or did they just send you?  (reply inaudible)

Continuing the conversation, The Prince of Wales:  “I bet they did.”  Talking to another lady:  I think it is wonderful that she has got into her breeches! 

The Duchess of Cornwall:  (shaking hands) Hello, nice to meet you.  Where were you a Land Girl?

At the end of the visit, Her Royal Highness was presented with a basket of organic vegetables grown at the allotment, an orchid grown at the Hyde Park Nurseries, a birthday card and a cake made with carrots grown at the allotment.  

The Duchess was treated to a rendition of ‘Happy Birthday’ before cutting the cake.


Schoolchildren sing Happy Birthday
Mark Camley, Chief Executive of The Royal Parks:  “Are you going to cut it Ma’am?”

The Duchess of Cornwall:  “Shall I cut it?” picks up garden trowel to much laughter 
Cuts the cake to applause
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