Transcript – TRH visit the Christian Community of Luss

Rev. Dr Dane Sherrard:  “Well, we are over the moon that the Duke of Rothesay and his wife have chosen to come here.  We wrote and invited them because this is a hugely important year for Luss.  1500 years ago at this time, Kessog, who was a Celtic missionary, brought Christianity to Luss.  He didn’t bring it to Luss because it was a beautiful place to come to, but because this is where three of the ancient Scottish Kingdoms all met.  And he died a martyr’s death, 10 years after he came here.

“As part of our celebrations we are inviting all kinds of people, and we have been overwhelmed by the response, and when Prince Charles said he would come, that just made this really, really special. 

“What’s significant about our church today, is partly it’s youth project, we have a project that brings together young people from all over the world to share in building a pilgrimage pathway.  We also work very closely with Prince’s Trust teams from all over this part of Scotland.    But also this is a wedding church, and this is a place where people come from all over the world to be married, and because of the internet and modern technology we are able to keep in touch with them and make that a real experience, whereas that wouldn’t have been possible a few years ago.

“One of the exciting developments here, is that because there were so many sailors and soldiers serving overseas, naval chaplains asked if we would broadcast our services to them and we started doing that.  And before we knew what had happened, there were people from more than 54 countries, sometimes 10,000 at a time joining our services on a Sunday morning.  So although we are a tiny little village on the banks of Loch Lomond, modern technology has given us a future that we wouldn’t otherwise have had, and I think that The Prince has come to celebrate this with us, because it is something quite remarkable and very, very special.”
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