Transcript – Their Royal Highnesses welcome The Dalai Lama to Clarence House

Today The Prince of Wales and The Duchess of Cornwall welcomed His Holiness The Dalai Lama to Clarence House.

The Prince has known and admired The Dalai Lama, spiritual leader of the Tibetan people, for many years.

His Holiness, who is on a visit to the United Kingdom, last visited Clarence House in 2004 when he was invited to attend a reception for the Tibetan community.

Dressed in his distinctive burgundy robes, he picked up a spade which once belonged to The Prince’s grandfather, King George VI, and began shovelling earth around the roots of the young magnolia sapling.
The Dalai Lama then watered the tree carefully before carefully laying a white silk scarf in its branches – considered to be an auspicious sign in Tibetan culture.

His Holiness then turned to the East and prayed for a few moments.
The Prince and The Dalai Lama discussed other trees in the garden and The Prince told The Dalai Lama how his grandmother, The Queen Mother, would sit under one of the large trees in the summer.

As they turned to walk into Clarence House, The Dalai Lama linked arms with Their Royal Highnesses before The Prince and His Holiness sat down with their aides for talks on spiritual matters.
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