Transcript - The Duchess of Cornwall launches the Anthologise Competition with the Poet Laureate Carol Ann Duffy
 The Duchess of Cornwall joined schoolchildren and the Poet Laureate Carol Ann Duffy to launch the Anthologise competition.

The competition encourages children to compile collections of their favourite works, whether it's a poem or a song by their favourite artist. 

Visiting Alexandra Park school in Haringey, The Duchess met students who were exploring the use of art and poetry together, before taking to the library to read one of her favourite poems by Robert Burns.

The Duchess of Cornwall:  "Well reading a poem after the Poet Laureate is a very hard act to follow. Also, having heard some of you reading poems today, I'm going to feel somewhat inadequate but I shall have a go anyway.

"I've chosen a poem by Robert Burns, the great Scottish poet, which is about the Highlands of Scotland. It's a very evocative poem for me because it's a place I love very much and I've spent a lot of time there walking,  looking at the scenery, so I'm just going to read it to you.

"My heart's in the Highlands, my heart is not here, 

My heart's in the Highlands, a-chasing the deer; 

Chasing the wild-deer, and following the roe, 

My heart's in the Highlands, wherever I go.

"Farewell to the Highlands, farewell to the North, 

The birth-place of Valour, the country of Worth ; 

Wherever I wander, wherever I rove, 

The hills of the Highlands for ever I love. 

"Farewell to the mountains, high-cover'd with snow, 

Farewell to the straths and green vallies below; 

Farewell to the forests and wild-hanging woods, 

Farewell to the torrents and loud-pouring floods. 

"My heart's in the Highlands, my heart is not here, 

My heart's in the Highlands, a-chasing the deer; 

Chasing the wild-deer, and following the roe, 

My heart's in the Highlands, wherever I go.
<Applause>

The Duchess is passionate about reading, and last year became Patron of the National Literacy Trust, which aims to make reading accessible to everyone.
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