Transcript - The Duchess of Cornwall launches the British Food Fortnight "Cook for The Queen" competition
The Duchess of Cornwall: "Pastry isn't my forte, but I can have a good go at it. It's a light touch, isn't it?" 

In the kitchens at Nova Herod school in Swindon The Duchess of Cornwall helps pupils who are hoping to 'Cook for The Queen'. 

They're taking part in a competition to design a menu to mark Her Majesty's Diamond Jubilee. The contest was The Duchess's idea and will see the winning team make and serve their dishes to The Queen at BP. 

The pupils had spent the morning preparing for the Duchess's visit; producing delicious dishes such as ploughman's tarts and Duchess of Cornwall dainties.

Pupil one: "It's been really exciting to think we are all cooking for The Duchess, but also worrying in case we mess up and she doesn't like it!"

Pupil two: "It's very exciting, I've never met Royalty before."
The competition is being run by British Food Fortnight, which celebrates the best of British local produce. 

Alexia Robinson, Founder of British Food Fortnight:  "The Duchess of Cornwall had the idea of inviting children to cook a special meal for The Queen a year ago, and she has been involved with British Food Fortnight for some years and is really like a stalwart, fairy godmother to us with our school activities. 

"What better way to express that patriotism and all the celebration around the Diamond Jubilee than with a celebration of all the delicious food that we produce in this country."

To mark the start of the competition the school's staff baked a special cake. 

The Duchess of Cornwall: "I would like to wish everyone who is in this competition the very best of British luck, it will be very nice to see you in the kitchens of Buckingham palace, I hope you get that far, and just to say, get cooking - before I stick this in to this delicious looking cake." 

The top four teams in the competition will have the chance to cook for The Queen in the Buckingham Palace kitchens. The rooms are 200 years old, and they're currently run by Royal Chef Mark Flanagan.

Mark Flanagan:  "To take part in cooking for an event at the Palace really is a chance in a lifetime." 

A chance in a lifetime for these pupils marking a lifetime of service by Her Majesty The Queen. 
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