Transcript – The Prince returns to Cumbria
Mark Wise (Auctioneer and Director of Mitchell’s Auction House, Cockermouth):
“His Royal Highness is coming to Cockermouth today, for the second time after previously visiting in the very soon after the aftermath of the floods in November.

“And today he is coming back to Cockermouth in order to see the improvements that have been made over the last three or four months and the rejuvenation.

“We feel that we have come a long way since November.  The Cockermouth Main Street is well on it’s way to recovery, probably half the way there I would say actually, and The Prince’s visit last time certainly created a very strong stimulus to get people motivated and moving and encouraged the local population not to give up after the devastation of the floods.  And I think this second visit will reinforce that, and indeed show to the outside world that Cockermouth and Cumbria, West Cumbria, is still open and not a no-go area.  

“After the floods in November, The Prince’s message to the population at large, after the saturation coverage, the terrible event, was to say that Cumbria was open, and I think he did a fabulous job in getting that across to the public in general.”

In the newsagent on Main Street, flooded in November 2009
The Prince of Wales:   When did you get back in?

Shopkeeper:  Just a week ago on Sunday.

The Prince of Wales:   A week ago?  Aaah, well.  Thank God.  And it’s alright is it?

Shopkeeper:  It’s fantastic being home.

The Prince of Wales:  And the insurance was alright was it?
Shopkeeper:  Yes, and it is absolutely wonderful to be home.

The Prince of Wales:  Fantastic!
The Wateredge Inn, Ambleside, flooded in November 2009
The Prince of Wales:  Is that mud?
Pub Owner:  Yeah it was all just trees, it took about five or six skips.

Walking around Lake Windermere

Café Owner: (Offering HRH a scone) They are only half price today!
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