Transcript - Prince William marks 20 years of Tusk Trust in Africa

Prince William:  I first heard about Tusk, it must have been about seven, seven or eight years ago, something like that.  And I looked into it and I have a deep love of Africa, I spent a lot of time there on holiday when I was younger.  And I spent a lot of my gap year working for about five months and I have some amazing moments that you only read about or see on the wildlife documentaries. When I watch them now I can understand why people are so fascinated by it.


Tusk to me summed up everything that is needed to be done in Africa within a charity.

It is run extremely efficiently and their goals are what I think is seriously important with the community development side, the sustainable tourism.  I care massively about the environment and I am sure that it is a massive thing that my generation really care about and I don’t know, I just saw it and I just thought that if I got on board I could help in any way that I could.


If you think that we are a developed nation, and we are lucky enough to have the facilities that we have, with lighting, heating, with rooms over our heads, no insects crawling around all over the place and everything, we have it very easy compared to so many people in Africa.  You then add on top the environmental conditions that will come with climate change, and it is a recipe for disaster.
Obviously without education, the future generations, or my generation and the ones below, are never going to know the right path to tread.  But Tusk is no just a one-dimensional charity.  It is able to amalgamate and be flexible, it is taking injured servicemen on a marathon, we had the Cycle For Life, which was a massive success last year.  Two of the guys that went on it from Centrepoint, my other charity, who were homeless, and one has come back and completely turned over a new leaf.

(Speaking about their upcoming visit to Africa) Yep, my brother is up for it.  I think he is quite jealous that I am Patron of Tusk and is not.  But he has his own charity that he set up in Africa himself, which concentrates more on the human side of Africa.   And both sides have massive issues that need to be dealt with.
Charlie Mayhew  (Chief Executive of Tusk Trust):  So this is a big project that we have got underway for next year, which is to construct a new environmental education centre in Botswana, just outside Francistown.   We have got a main central area, teaching blocks and classrooms and dormitories, because the students will come from local schools around Botswana and spend two or three days doing an environmental course.

Prince William:  And how many does this place sleep?

Charlie Mayhew:  Fifty. And this links in very nicely with the Pace Project which I know you know about, the environmental education that we developed.  And this brochure has now been distributed to schools right across the continent.  It is all about communicating sustainable solutions to environmental problems faced by local communities.  Band it has been a huge success.  But we will be using the Pace Project here within the new centre.  
Prince William:  Fantastic, I would love to come and visit when it is finished.

Charlie:  It is one of the big projects of the 20th anniversary.

Prince William:  One of your many projects! 

Charlie:  and the other thing I thought you might be interested in seeing, is – it’s a pretty crude graph here – but it just shows the charity’s performance over 20 years, and the yellow line is the investment into the field. Interestingly enough when you came along as Patron, we have seen a steep climb in our revenue!
Prince William:  (Laughing) No, no, I am sure that’s not it!  It was when you started talking more Charlie, that’s when it happened.  That’s fantastic though.  There’s no end to how much you can grow is there?

Prince William:  With the current climate that we are in, people have actually risen to the challenge of providing for charities.  It seems there was a lot of disappointment and doom and gloom about whether enough money would be around to keep lots of charities going, and I think everyone has surprised themselves.

I think there is a great number of people out there who need to know about Tusk, who don’t yet know about it, and as Sir David Attenborough said the other day to me, when he was talking about the Natural History Museum, he talked about how we were losing touch with Nature.   And I really think that Tusk manages to reconnect us with Nature, because of the human aspect that it brings.  I spend so much of my time sitting and staring out of the windscreen of a cockpit, that many times I wish it was wildebeest and rhino going below me, but one of these days I will get to go back to Africa and get a chance to go and see some of the Tusk projects that Charlie and his crew have been working on so well.
Tusk does an awful lot more than people think, so I thoroughly encourage people to keep supporting and to those that don’t know about it - start reading.
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