Transcript - The Duchess of Cornwall supports the Get London Reading Campaign
Watch the video
Sue Porto:   Good morning, my name is Sue Porto, Chief Executive Officer of Volunteer Reading Help.  We are a national children's literacy charity who support children who struggle with reading to help them to develop the confidence and self-esteem they need to be able to catch-up with their peers and to become confident and literate for life.

We provide one-to-one support for trained children through the use of trained reading helpers and our reading helpers come into school twice a week, for an hour and a half each time, 30 minutes each with three children on each occasion.


We are delighted today to be able to have invited Her Royal Highness The Duchess of Cornwall, to come out to visit Cavendish Primary School in Chiswick, who have been a long term partner of Volunteer Reading Help service and they have been receiving help for in excess of ten years now. We currently have three trained reading volunteers here  and today we provide an opportunity for Her Royal Highness to see the service in action and to meet some of the children, and supporters of Volunteer Reading Help.

We are extremely grateful to Her Royal Highness for sponsoring some reading helpers, in fact the sponsorship that Her Royal Highness has provided will support 10 new reading helpers, one of whom is Suzanna Diver, who is with us today!
Suzanne, how does it feel to be being sponsored by Her Royal Highness?

Suzanne Diver:  Well, I have to say it is something I didn't expect when I started off at Volunteer Reading Help, but it is brilliant that she is getting involved in such a practical way and we will see the results in the schools with the children.

Sue Porto:  So have you had your training yet Suzanne?


Suzanne Diver:  I have had the training yes, and I have met the children that I will be working with next academic year, last week, so I am starting in September.

Sue Porto:  And looking forward to meeting Her Royal Highness today?
Suzanne Diver:  Yes, very much looking forward to it, yes.

Sue Porto:  Well we are so glad that you have decided to join us as a reading helper and thank you so much for coming along today.
Suzanne Diver:  How did you get involved?  Did you see it in the paper or was it something .. how did you get involved?

The Duchess of Cornwall:  I have always been fascinated by reading and books and I love books and it was just something that was a natural progression of that.  I have got grandchildren of my own that I spend a lot of time reading to and it all just sort of came together and I thought that this is something I want to get stuck into.
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