Transcript - The British Asian Trust, Proud of all we share 

Hitan Mehta, Director, British Asian Trust:  "I'm Hitan Mehta, Director of the British Asian Trust. The trust was founded by His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales in 2007, it's led by the community and aims to make a difference to charitable giving in south Asia, primarily in the areas of health, education and enterprise.

"His Royal Highness, The Prince of Wales, is President of the British Asian Trust, he was the one who founded the organisation, by identifying the problems that we face, which is trusting organisations in South Asia, which could actually make a real  difference on the ground.
"His Royal Highness has been involved all the way through, making us understand the real issues that face people on the ground, through his visits to India and Pakistan. 

"Over the past 24 months, the British Asian Trust has been able to make a difference to the lives of about 350,000 disadvantaged people across South Asia and the United Kingdom. 

"One of the organisations that the Trust supports in India, is Mumbai Mobile Crèches. The issue that we try to address there is the issue of migrant labourers. Mumbai Mobile Crèches operates on building sites throughout Mumbai, and makes a difference by helping the children get an education through Visual Aid Literacy Programmes, and then helps the children to actually make a difference, by getting them into the mainstream Indian school system.
"In Pakistan, we make a difference to girls' education on the ground in rural areas, through a great organisation called Developments in Literacy. 

"Developments in Literacy looks after the education of about 15,000 young people across rural Pakistan.  They face many great issues in setting up schools in villages all across Pakistan. The issue that they face is that the local people don't actually want schools to operate in the area, or they don't want girls to go to school. They help work with the village elders and the village communities to help them understand the need for the education, and then also provide quality education to the children that come there.
"Another fabulous organisation that the British Asian Trust supports, is LRBT, the Layton Rahmatulla Benevolent Trust. They have over the past 25 years, help provide free eye care to any Pakistani that comes to see them in their clinics, right across the country.

"Two out of three Pakistanis finds it difficult to pay for eye care and LRBT provides basic, to very complicated surgery, all for free.

"Thanks to His Royal Highness, The Prince of Wales, we've managed to get a huge group of wonderful British Asian ambassadors from here in the United Kingdom to support the work of the Trust.

Sanjeev Bhaskar, Ambassador, BAT:  "The reason I got involved, I was involved with The Prince's Trust for a number of years and one of the things that appealed to me in the early discussions about forming the Trust, was The Prince's notion to recognise the fact that there is an indelible historic link between the United Kingdom and the countries of the subcontinent." 
Saira Khan, Ambassador, BAT:  "What I really admire about what the Asian Trust does, is that it gives resources and funds to charities that already exist both in India and Pakistan, so they're helping local people to help themselves. For me, that's amazing because it's saying look you know how best to deal with people in your own countries, all we are doing is helping you with resources, and that's building confidence for people abroad, and I think that's really important."
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