Transcript - The Prince of Wales unveils the first foundation stone at the Knockroon development

Today The Prince of Wales visited Knockroon, a sustainable community in East Ayrshire, Scotland.

Situated on the edge of the historic town of Cumnock, construction of Knockroon has recently started on land belonging to the Dumfries House estate.

Instigated by The Prince of Wales, who saved Dumfries House for the nation, Knockroon will reflect the architectural heritage of the area, and will draw on the timeless language of traditional design.

Knockroon will be built over 15-20 years, and there will be around 700 homes and business when it is complete.

Sustainable technology will be used, with the option for sheep's wool insulation and electric charging points for cars.

His Royal Highness, who is known as The Duke of Rothesay in Scotland, met many of those involved in the scheme, including representatives from East Ayrshire Council, local house builder Hope Homes, sustainable house builder Zero C, schoolchildren from the local area and construction workers.

He then unveiled the foundation stone, which will become part of the development's show home.

Fiona Lees, Chief Executive East Ayrshire Council:  "Today is just one of those milestones that marks the beginning of a new community and one that builds on the strengths of our communities and nearby Cumnock and Auchinleck. What we are witnessing here today is the first houses coming out of the ground at Knockroon. This isn't just about houses, this is about people having homes, people coming to live in the area, and it's about jobs as well and people coming to visit the area.
Taken together with Dumfries Hosue, which is just one of our big sleeping beauties here in East Ayrshire, this is about the regeneration of our community.

Anne Hope, Hope Homes, house builder for Knockroon: "The show homes and visitor centre will open in September  and we have a temporary visitor's centre on site at the moment which is open seven days a week and already we've had a good number of visitors.

"The project has been well received by local people who see it as a way for Cumnock and the local area to have a very high standard of architecture and development in their area and we have had many enquiries from local people about buying homes and business at Knockroon and we are very sure the development is going to be a great success."
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