
Transcript – Introduction to Youth Business International

Andrew Devenport, Chief Executive Officer, Youth Business International:  “Hello I’m Andrew Devenport, CEO of The Prince’s Youth Business International. By 2015 there will be nearly 3 billion young people under the age of 25 in the world, and if many of them don’t have jobs, we will be in trouble. Today, there are around 100 million unemployed young people. Many of them want to start their own businesses, to improve their standard of living and to raise the quality of life for themselves and the communities in which they live.”
Elijah Daramola, Chicken farmer in Lagos, Nigeria:  “Right from the time I was in the college and university, I have it in the back of my mind that I don’t just want to go and start looking for a job, I want to create a job for people, I want to make people happy. I want to contribute to the development of maybe one of the family.”
Andrew Devenport:  “YBI gives opportunity to those young people, through its network of 39 programmes, operating in as many countries. These programmes help young people start their businesses by providing a combination of mentoring and access to loan capital.”

Lakshmi Gamage, Mentor with YBI Sri Lanka:  “I have 18 years’ experience in business. I’m assisting Nuwan and he operates very cleverly.”

Nuwan Gunasekara, Owner of a Coconut Fibre business:  “The Tsunami devastated Hambantota badly. Most of our neighbours suffered. I would like to help them and create as much employment as possible.”
Andrew Devenport:  “It is crucial for all of our futures that we invest in these young people, and entrepreneurship plays a key part in this.”

T.L Viswanathan, Senior Adviser, Bharatiya Yuva Shakti Trust:  “As an entrepreneur myself, I am really pleased to help young entrepreneurs like Ramu, to come up in their life from that level to much higher, larger, bigger businesses. And it is because of the strength of networking, which is now operating all over the world, like Youth Business International, that we are able to make the global village a much better place to live, and peace and tranquillity can appear in the long run.”
Andrew Devenport:  “Our Founder and President, is His Royal Highness The Prince of Wales, who for nearly three decades has been a champion of entrepreunership.”
The Prince of Wales:  “I cannot tell you how proud I am that in only nine years since its establishment, The Prince’s Youth Business International network is now active in 39 countries, in the Caribbean, Europe, Africa, the Middle East and Asia. A growing number of countries are asking how they too can start Youth Business International programmes. The Prince’s Youth Business International has already helped start nearly 90,000 youth led businesses and they in turn have created employment for many hundreds of thousands of others. 
Andrew Devenport:  “With your support, we can build on this success. We need volunteer business mentors, men and women who are prepared to impart their business and life experience to help young entrepreneurs. Our members need your advice and expertise, to help them increase their activities and impact. And of course we need funding for young entrepreneurs. Many individuals and institutions who support young entrepreneurs, find it is both a regarding and practical way to engage in their communities and it really does make a difference. By 2020 our goal is to be helping more than 100,000 young entrepreneurs start new business each year, with your support we can achieve this.”
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